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Carol Naughton to Speak at City Council Retreat on Improving 
Underperforming Public Schools 
 
Salisbury_North Carolina_March 17 – Carol Naughton, Senior Vice-President of Purpose Built 
Communities, will speak at the City of Salisbury 29th Annual Future Directions and Goal Setting 
Conference on Wednesday, March 19 at 1:45 p.m. about how to improve inner city school 
performance.   
 
Naughton serves on the Board of Drew Charter in Atlanta, Georgia. Drew Charter was the creation of 
a community effort to improve education in the East Lake Area of Atlanta. A partnership that included 
the East Lake Foundation, Atlanta Board of Education, and parents opened the school in August 
2000. 
 
Drew Charter was initially focused on early and elementary education, but eventually grew and added 
instruction through ninth grade. The school now serves over 1200 students.   
 
The school was ranked 69th out of 69 elementary schools in Atlanta in year 2000.  
 
The elementary school is now ranked fourth, and the middle school is now ranked first among Atlanta 
Public Schools.    
 
Naughton will present to the Salisbury City Council how Atlanta stakeholders who desired to improve 
education worked together and transitioned a former underperforming public school into a top 
performing public charter school in partnership with the local school board.   
 
Community Planning Services Director Janet Gapen visited Drew Charter last year and was 
impressed with the turn around of the underperforming school.   
 
Gapen states, "Families decide where to locate based on the quality of the schools. Those decisions 
fuel the local real estate market, construction industry, retail community, and service economy.  
Having quality schools results in higher values for your homes and when you go to sell your home, it 
sells quicker.  When a community has underperforming public schools, the opposite occurs and 
families choose to live elsewhere and commute into the community to work.  Ultimately, the 
community goes into decline. Quality performing schools are an essential ingredient for growing 
thriving communities." 
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City Manager Doug Paris states, "Carol and her work in East Lake with Drew Charter is inspirational.  
These are the types of initiatives that change a community's trajectory. I'm hopeful we can learn on 
Wednesday how to get started on such an initiative here, in Salisbury." 
 
The City of Salisbury Annual Goal setting retreat is open to the public. Citizens that are interested 
about the future of education in Salisbury are encouraged to attend. The presentation will take place 
on the second floor of the Rowan Museum in Downtown Salisbury at the corner of N. Main and W. 
Council Streets.  
 
More on Naughton: 
 
Carol Naughton previously served for seven years as the Executive Director of the East Lake 
Foundation. Naughton also served as General Counsel and Deputy Executive Director for Legal and 
Nonprofit Affairs for the Atlanta Housing Authority. Carol graduated from the Emory University School 
of Law where she was Executive Editor of the Emory Law Journal. She also graduated with honors 
from Colgate University. 
 
The City of Salisbury is an equal opportunity employer with over 180 different job classifications and more 
than 400 full time positions. For more information regarding the City of Salisbury and its services and 
departments, please visit us on the web at www.salisburync.gov. To receive updates regarding local 
initiatives, meetings, programs and events, please follow us on Twitter at www.salisburync.gov/twitter. 

	  


